WESTERN UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY
Undergraduate Course Outline 2022-23

PHILOSOP 2033B
Introduction to Environmental Philosophy

Winter Term Instructor: Wayne Myrvold
Tue 2:30-3:30 PM, Thu 1:30-3:30 PM Office: Stevenson Hall 4143
UCC 56 Office hours: Tue Thu 11:30-11:30 PM

E-mail: wmyrvold@uwo.ca

PREREQUISITE CHECKING
No Prerequisites.

DESCRIPTION
We live in a time in which environmental issues are very much in the news; climate change is one
prominent issue.

This course is about how to think about such things. How are we to react to sometimes
contradictory information in the media? Once we believe we know what is happening, what are
the causes and solutions? Is environmental degradation an inevitable by-product of the presence
of more than 7 billion human beings, or is it rooted in some fact about our culture? Is it the Western
attitude towards the natural world? Is it something about our economic system? If we want to
protect our environment, what is it that is worth saving, and why? Do we have a duty to protect
Nature which is independent of its benefits to human beings? Is governmental regulation the
answer, or should we let markets take care of things? This course is an invitation to think about
and discuss these philosophical questions and others, and to investigate what others have said about
them.

TEXTS
Assigned readings, available on course OWL site.

OBJECTIVES
This course has three main objectives. The first is to give a broad overview of the sorts of
environmental issues that are facing us today. The second is for students to become familiar with




METHOD OF EVALUATION

Two short written assignments; final project (details to be discussed in class); two tests.
Short Assignments:

# 1 (due Jan. 26) 15%

# 2 (due Feb. 16) 15%
Final project (due Mar. 23) 20%
Tests:

Midterm (Feb. 28) 25%

Final (TBA, exam period) 25%

Assignments will be submitted online via OWL. Late assignments will be penalized 5% per day
late. In conformity with departmental policy all written assignments must be submitted to
turnitin.com for plagiarism checking by the due date. Assignments not submitted to turnitin by the
due date will be counted as late, and students will not receive credit for written assignments not
submitted to turnitin.com.

No assignments will be accepted after the last day of classes, April 13.

AUDIT
Students wishing to audit the course should consult with the instructor prior to or during the first
week of classes.

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY POLICIES
The Department of Philosophy policies that govern the conduct, standards, and expectations for
student




must obtain an exemption from this policy from the Dean and this exemption must be noted on the



